28-09-2020

Tools for Learning
Learner pack
All Year 9, 10 & 11 learners now have a learning pack.
The form tutors have also shared a presentation with
the learners, informing them how the mini whiteboards
would be used in different classes.
Many teachers have already trialled the ‘show me’
technique as a part of AfL.
Art have also given personalised packs to all Year 9, 10,
& 11 learners. These packs with equip learners to work
independently and in college.

https://ldeutc.padlet.org/info/digisector
Some ways you can expect:
•

Even as you write in your exercise books, your teacher
might ask you to make quick notes on your whiteboard.

•

Answer questions on whiteboards

•

Summarise what you’ve learnt at the end of lesson

•

Ask questions

•

Practice spelling / key terminology
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Learners were given a cookie and a muffin. They
had to use the pipette to saturate the cookie which
acted like soft rock, and muffin which acted like
hard rock. They observed what happened, this was

supposed to simulate a sped-up version of
Weathering and erosion. It helped them to see it in
action, and thanks to Science department they
were able to have an experiment each, so it was

Geography KS4
The hands on learning allows
learners to break down a concept
which is new, into a relatable
exemplar.

APPLY

The objective were shared with
the learners – which allowed
them to have a bigger picture of
what was going to be achieved
with the lesson.

Covid safe.
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HISTORY – Year 9
The lesson concept was based on creating an
interpretation of Benin in the 1400s. n History, they
need to understand how interpretations are created by
historians with the use of sources.
Process:
The first lesson we spent looking at some sources and
relics. We used BBC videos that showed sources. Their
homework was to research further and create a written
interpretation of what they believed Benin was like in
the 1400s. They then use this to create a Lego piece on
what they believed Benin looked like in the 1400s.

As a homework I asked
them to reflect how they
feel Lego helped them to
learn. Next lesson, I will
print off for them to stick
in exercise books. They
then peer mark their Lego
pieces (formative
assessment) with criteria
e.g. what aspects did they
include? Which source/s
did they use to inform their
interpretation? (this is a
GCSE question). Some of
them focused on the Kings
palace, some of them
focused on the gardens
and some on the Bronze
plaques. The activity also
highlights that several
interpretations can be
created from one source.

Page 3

Chloe has created a wall
Remote teaching
fame padlet where she h
kept the motivation and
enthusiasm going
amoungst learners. This
padlet celebrates all the
wonderful work learners
are doing whilst remotel
working from home.
A fantastic t ool for learne
to strive to do bett er!
Using Teams to broadcast where any one learner is
absent is a key part of our plan to ensure we continue
high quality teaching for all our learners.
Our teachers – when having to teach from home are
delivering high quality engaging lessons where
learners are responding through the chat.

Within Teams feedback was given through the chat, a
good strategy would be to schedule in a Q&A session.
Using Microsoft forms is a great tool to apply for
assessment for learning.

Praising learners is vital to keep the motivation going –
award the positive points for contribution and effort!

Tips for successful remote teaching via Teams:
• Provide learners with clear timings so they know how long to spend on each acitivity.
• Consider how you might stretch learners even further – provide wider links to reading material or projects that can
allow learners to expand their knowledge.
• Ensure planning is tactile so learners do not feel overwhelmed . Vary tasks, a mixture of research and recall.
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Engineering Level 2
Now, more than ever the use of a
visualiser can truly help us enhance the
quality of our teaching. Heman was
teaching technical drawings using the
visualiser and connecting with learners
in the classroom and through Teams.

Benefits of visualiser
•Supports peer and self-assessment.
•Frees up teachers' time, improving productivity.
•Improves comprehension and reduces marking.
•Promotes inclusion in the classroom
The process of using a visualiser strips away the unnecessary bells and
whistles of PowerPoint effects that may actually hinder learning. Instead,
using a visualiser helps a teacher to emphasise the information that you
want the students to focus on. Quite literally, you are removing the
redundant information from the learners' focus and replacing it with
what’s important.

PROVIDE BETTER QUALITY FEEDBACK
A visualiser allows teachers to show all learners
what the gold standard of works looks like,
meaning they can give quick group feedback. This
also helps teachers to maintain high
expectations, but crucially to keep these
expectations realistic as the students understand
they are achievable.
Developing metacognitive learners is now seen as
the bedrock for deeper learning.
Visualisers help to improve learners’
metacognitive ability as they allow teachers to
model their thought process clearly and in real
time when answering questions and solving
problems. This helps learners gain knowledge of
the topic but also knowledge of the strategy
implemented too. This enhances the likelihood
that they can transfer this to different but similar
problem.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DhKEdFXWsu4&fea
ture=emb_title

Check out the link to see our amazing learner developing
their writing skills with digital media.

Digital
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Teacher Development
Faculty time for Digital team was used to plan
upcoming lessons using our tech. The team responded
to a task set by the curriculum lead and conveyed
their interpretation.

We have delivered our fortnightly focus and our CPL
remotely and the feedback has been positive.
We are continuing to maintain and enhance the
knowledge and skills that will allow us all to deliver
high quality lessons.
https://ldeutc.padlet.org/VictoriaWebb/CPL
https://ldeutc.padlet.org/VictoriaWebb/WallWalks
New staff induction included Lego training by our Lego
leads. Learners' spent time with their teachers,
demonstrating the skills on how the various lego kits can
be used across curriculum.

Technique to try this week:

Say it again better (do it again better)
The purpose of this technique is to set a standard for the
depth of verbal response you expect from learners and to
support them to produce high quality responses.
If we allow short shallow responses without further
development it will set low expectations and learners will
assume half answers are the norm.
With say it again better (do it again better) – you are
accepting the initial response but developing this each
time.
TECHNIQUE
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

Ask a question
Acknowledge the
response
Give supportive
formative feedback
Invite learners to
‘say it again better’
(do it again, better)
Respond to the
improved response.
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The Brain Map task sheet to accompany the learning. By cutting out the
riddle speech bubbles – the learners have to work out what region they
relate to and stick them there on the brain. Then there is a guided task
sheet for the learners to follow. This and the next 3 topics in the unit are
really heavy and very challenging, so the learners spend much longer on
these lessons, finding lots of different ways to recap and recall.

PSYCOLOGY
A Level
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Try these low stakes assessment strategies using
retrieval practice.

Retrieval Practice
Strategy 1: Retrieval practice grids

The grid is filled with questions on
topics covered previously.
Learners get different amounts of
points for answering different questions
with more points being awarded for
answering questions on topics that were
taught a longer time ago.
It is important to note that this does not
make the retrieval practice a
competition because as previously
discussed, this would increase the
‘stakes’. It is instead used to ensure
that all learners answer enough
questions/ access a good level of
challenge. For example, you can tell
pupils that they all have to get a
minimum of 10 points and they can
choose the make up of this. This keeps
stakes low.

Strategy 2:

Thinking and linking grids.

Learners roll two
dice to identify
words/terms.

They then do
this again to
identify a second
word and have
to then write
down how the
two words/terms
link together.
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