Autumn 2021

TEACHING AND LEARNING AUTUMN 2021
In the first two half terms of the year, we have seen some wonderful T&L practice
taking place across the college.

Prior Knowledge Assessment
We started the year by assessing all our learners on their prior knowledge in order
to give both as and our learners a clear indication of their level of knowledge
retainment. As a result, we were able to give useful feedback to the learners
(mostly by in the form of Formative Assessment but also through in-lesson
Assessment for Learning. Additionally, we were able to identify more general gups
in knowledge and re-adjust our curriculum and lesson planning to address those
gaps.

Focus on Oracy
‘Empowering all students to find their voice
to succeed in school and life’ (Voice 21)
Knowing how important it is for all learners
to develop their ability to clearly articulate
and present knowledge and ideas, Oracy
have been a key focus for this term. In
order to achieve effective classroom oracy
intervention across all subjects , we chose
to focus on one main strategy of Think. Pair. Share. In the next few pages, you will
be able to see some excellent examples of TPS applied across the college.
Please also have a look at Kate’s TPS CPL PowerPoint (under Autumn 2021) for
more explanations and practical tips. Additional Oracy CPL sessions supporting
Questioning and Presentations could be found on the same link.

Focus on Retrieval Practice
Another focus for this term have been Retrieval Practice. Retrieval practice is the
act of trying to recall information without having it in front of you or ‘Retrieval
practice boosts learning by pulling information out of students’ heads, rather
than cramming information into students’ heads.’ (Dr. Pooja Agarwal) and It is
one of the most effective methods to achieve long-term retention of knowledge.
In our first Retravel Practice CPL, Delivered by Adam, we looked at a few basic
practical strategies such as Cold-Calling, Using Mini Whiteboards, and ‘No Optouts’.
Many quick retrieval activities can be very effectively be applied through
practices of Oracy such as TPS and many teachers are already using both
strategies together.
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THINK. PAIR. SHARE.
This term, to develop our learners’ oracy and enable them all to articulate their
thoughts and ideas more coherently, we decided on one key strategy because
“doing fewer things in greater depth is vital when introducing new approaches.”
(Mary Myatt).
The simplest, gimmick-free strategies are always the best, and when
implemented with real precision can be transformative. Our chosen strategy was
“Think. Pair. Share” (TPS). Following intensive CPD, this approach has been
successfully adopted across the college and has become embedded in our
teaching and learning. Here is just a taster of the creative and effective ways this
strategy has been incorporated. The results? Our learners are becoming more
fluent, confident and articulate!
Please look at some of the wonderful examples on this page and the more
detailed examples on the following to pages.
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THINK. PAIR. SHARE.

In science, learners have
been doing Think. Pair. Share
Do Now Tasks.

Note the indication of the time
limit on the top slide, the Key
Words bank on the left one
and the sentence starters
support on both slides.

In Digital Media, Learners
have been effectively using
Whiteboards to present their
answers to the TPS task.

Excellent practice shown in
Maths; note the indication of
the time limit, sentence
starter, word bank and the
general ‘Chunking’ and clarity
of instructions.
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THINK. PAIR. SHARE.

In English, TPS tasks have been
used to support the learners in
analysing Shakespeare's Lady
Macbeth.

They have been interpreting the
meaning of specific sentences from
the text and discussing higher-level
open-ended questions.

Note the use of images and Visual
stimulus to support learners with
thinking about their answers.

Also note the use of the good
practice shown by adding a clear
time frame and word banks.
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NUMERACY ACROSS THE COLLEGE
Numeracy has been promoted across all subjects in the college
and below are examples of work different departments:

In Art, Learners have been using the Grid Method
to enlarge and copy artworks.

In Engineering, Learners have been
calculating the wastage and cost of craft
knife manufacturing.

In Science, Learners were calculating the mass,
and particles quantities of different materials.

In English, learners have been attaching
different costs to different kind of sentences
and words types to achieve an accumulated
value.

Page 5

YEAR 9 KITCHEN DESIGN PROJECT IN MATHS

Year 9 Learners worked
in teams to design a
kitchen that meet the
needs and budget of the
customer they were
given in a project run by
the Construction Youth
Trust (CYT).
The Learners worked in
groups of five to present
their design, costs, and
justifications to the CYT’s
representatives. The project
was linked to the year 9’s key
concepts such as number
calculations, shapes and
geometry.
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EMPLOYMENT ENGAGEMENT
Cross-curricular ELP: National Nuclear Laboratory Employer Led
Project in Science, Maths and English:
Last term, year 11 have been working on their employer led project in Science,
Maths and English with the National Nuclear Laboratory (NNL).

Science
In science, leaners will be challenged to
complete a series of tasks and present a
report about radioisotopes based on NNL’s
Rob masterclass. Rob and the teachers will
be awarding prizes for the best reports.

Maths
In Maths, learners will be plotting graphs of
exponential decays of radioisotopes and
using them to determine half life.

English
In English they will be researching and
debating the following statement “nuclear
power is the only viable option for
generating enough clean energy to meet
demand in the future” with best
arguments also being awarded prizes.
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BUILT ENVIRONMENT

In Built Environment, Year 11
learners have been applying
a combination of Oracy,
Literacy and Numeracy skills
in designing their own
architectural drawings.

13 are using subjectare doing whilst remotely Year
specific terminology when
investigating SWOT analysis
working from home. of the site.
A fantastic tool for learners
to strive to do better!
The learners were presenting
their work to the class,
practicing Oracy Skills.
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LEARNERS RESPONDING TO FEEDBACK

In the Design Department, Learners have been responding to
feedback and marking by correcting and re-doing their work in
green pen. Learners in Built Environment (top image), and
Product Design (bottom images), year 13 Learners have been
in have been re-writing the answers to their assessment
questions in response to marking.
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RETRIEVAL PRACTICE IN SCIENCE
In Science, Retrieval Practice is embedded into the routine of every lesson; year
13 learners complete year 12 recap booklets as their Do Now and mark them at
the start of each lesson, and then go through anything they want to be re-taught
with the teacher..
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