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OPTIONS FOR YEAR 12 LEARNERS

TODAY’S OBJECTIVES:

1. GIVE AN OVERVIEW OF THE PROCESS FOR APPLYING TO UNIVERSITY / COLLEGE / APPRENTICESHIP.

2. PROVIDE INFORMATION ON GETTING HELP ABOUT MAKING SUBJECT / LOCATION CHOICES.

3. SUGGEST A SENSIBLE TIME-FRAME TO MAXIMISE CHANCES OF SUCCESS IN THE APPLICATION

PROCESS.

4. PROVIDE INFORMATION ON HOW THE FINANCE WORKS

THERE WILL BE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ASK QUESTIONS AT THE END.



AIM HIGH

AS A COLLEGE, WE HAVE NO PREFERENCE ON YOUR END DESTINATION AS LONG IT IS RIGHT

FOR YOU. 

WITH THE MASSIVE GROWTH IN APPRENTICESHIPS AND THE COST INCREASING ANNUALLY

FOR UNIVERSITY, WHAT WAS HISTORICALLY AN EASY CHOICE TO MAKE HAS BEEN MADE

MORE DIFFICULT. HOPEFULLY AFTER TONIGHT YOU WILL HAVE SOME MORE IDEAS ON

WHERE TO PROCEED IN ENSURING YOU MAKE THE CORRECT CHOICE



ACHIEVE GOOD SUMMER ASSESSMENT 

RESULTS

EXAMS WILL BE HELD IN MAY

WHY?

• INFORMS THE COLLEGE FORMALLY ABOUT YOUR CURRENT ATTITUDE TOWARDS

LEARNING WHICH IN TURN WILL INFORM UNIVERSITIES THROUGH ACADEMIC

REFERENCES



DECIDE ON A COURSE

• IF YOU ARE APPLYING FOR A “CAREER” DEGREE (E.G. MEDICINE, VETERINARY, LAW, 

TEACHING) ORGANISE SOME RELEVANT WORK EXPERIENCE BEFORE SEPTEMBER. 

• GET INVOLVED IN EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES IN / OR OUT OF SCHOOL. THEY MAY BE

DIRECTLY RELEVANT TO YOUR COURSE, OR AT LEAST ALLOW YOU TO DEMONSTRATE

LEADERSHIP QUALITIES, GOOD COMMUNICATION SKILLS, RESPONSIBILITY AND RELIABILITY

ETC.

• THESE COULD INVOLVE: NCS, FUTURE FRONTIERS, DUKE OF EDINBURGH, ETC.

• THINK ABOUT SUPER CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES - THOSE THAT TAKE YOUR REGULAR

CURRICULUM FURTHER. THEY TAKE THE SUBJECTS YOU STUDY IN THE

CLASSROOM BEYOND THAT WHICH YOUR TEACHER HAS TAUGHT YOU.



FOR THOSE WHO ARE THINKING ABOUT AN 

OXFORD OR CAMBRIDGE APPLICATION…

AND/OR

FOR THOSE WHO ARE REALLY CLEAR ON

WHAT SUBJECT THEY WANT TO STUDY AT

DEGREE LEVEL…

TAKE NOTE OF THE FOLLOWING:



SUPER-CURRICULAR ENGAGEMENT



WHY ARE THESE ACTIVITIES IMPORTANT?



WHAT CAN THESE ACTIVITIES 

INVOLVE?

• READING BOOKS ON YOUR FAVOURITE SUBJECT

• LISTENING TO PODCASTS ON YOUR FAVOURITE SUBJECT: E.G. LAW IN ACTION ON RADIO 4

• WATCHING ACADEMICALLY CREDIBLE VIDEOS: E.G. NUMBERPHILE ON YOUTUBE FOR MATHS

• USING WEBSITES TO ACCESS COMPLEX PROBLEMS, LEARNING ACTIVITIES, BOOK REVIEWS, JOURNAL

ARTICLES ETC.















SUPER-CURRICULAR IDEAS:

VISITS – IF/WHEN THEY ARE POSSIBLE

• VISITS TO ART GALLERIES, THE CINEMA AND THEATRE, MUSEUMS, PLACES OF HISTORICAL INTEREST ARE

IMPORTANT FOR STUDENTS APPLYING FOR ART, CLASSICS, DRAMA & THEATRE, ENGLISH, HISTORY, 

LANGUAGES ETC.



SUPER-CURRICULAR IDEAS: 

COMPETITIONS

OXFORD ESSAY PRIZES:

HTTP://WWW.OX.AC.UK/ADMISSIONS/UNDERGRADUATE/APPLYING-TO-OXFORD/TEACHERS/ACADEMIC-

COMPETITIONS-SCHOOLS-AND-COLLEGES

CAMBRIDGE ESSAY PRIZES RUN BY VARIOUS COLLEGES:

E.G. FITZWILLIAM, PETERHOUSE, NEWNHAM AND TRINITY

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/teachers/academic-competitions-schools-and-colleges


DO YOU KNOW 

WHAT YOU WANT TO 

DO?



STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESS

• WHEN YOU ARE UNDECIDED: 

• FOLLOW SUBJECT ENTHUSIASM AND TALENTS

• BREADTH – KEEP YOUR OPTIONS OPEN AT THIS STAGE

• TALK TO STAFF, Y13S

• 70% GRADUATES DO NOT USE THEIR DEGREE SUBJECT DIRECTLY

• WHEN YOU HAVE A DEFINITE AMBITION: 

• TAKE A REALISTIC VIEW OF YOUR POTENTIAL

• CHECK THE SUBJECTS REQUIRED/PREFERRED FOR YOUR COURSE AND WORK HARD AT THEM

• TAKE NOTE OF NON-ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS,                 E.G. WORK EXPERIENCE, 
PORTFOLIO



KNOW THE LANDSCAPE

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate


Find out more about subjects that interest 

you





You also get guidance on course types in a 

subject



Scroll down in this section to the search link for details on specific 

courses in each subject





Let’s say it’s Biochemistry, anywhere in the UK



Use the side menu to find out about Aberdeen’s 

Biochemistry course





Other courses (e.g. ARU Pharmaceutical Science) will 

use the Tariff Method to decide offers



LOTS OF IMPORTANT DETAIL – E.G. 

SEARCH FOR MEDICINE (A100) AND

CLICK ON BIRMINGHAM’S

COURSE……







Size bands - qualifications are allocated a size 
band of 1 to 4, based on their guided learning 
hours/notional learning hours

Grade bands – qualifications will also be allocated 
a grade band. 

Tariff points are determined by multiplying size 
and grade bands 

TARIFF METHOD

Tariff points = size band x grade band



HOW THE TARIFF WORKS – RELEVANT POINTS FOR 

YOU



DEGREE COURSE CHOICES

THERE IS A LOT OF CHOICE IN THE UK ALONE….

>36,203 COURSES

>361 PROVIDERS

USEFUL INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND IN THE FOLLOWING PLACES:



HTTPS://DISCOVERUNI.GOV.UK/



E.G. LAW AT BRISTOL



WHATUNI.COM



THEUNIGUIDE.CO.UK – FORMERLY ‘WHICH? 

UNIVERSITY’



OUR MAIN SOURCE OF INFORMATION AND THE WAY TO APPLY IS VIA…

WWW.UCAS.COM

Set aside plenty of time to do some research

http://www.ucas.com/


SO NOW YOU CAN START YOUR RESEARCH. 

THERE ARE OTHER SITES, AS WELL AS THE

UCAS ONE, TO LOOK AT…



HTTPS://DISCOVERUNI.GOV.UK/



The Uni Guide

- formerly ‘Which? University’



opendays.com



APPLYING TO OXFORD AND 

CAMBRIDGE
THIS IS ONLY WORTH CONSIDERING IF YOU ACHIEVED MOSTLY A*S / GRADE 9S AT GCSE, ARE

GOING TO ACHIEVE GRADE A (OR A*) IN ALL YOUR SUBJECTS IN YEAR 13. IN ADDITION, YOU

NEED TO BE VERY CLEAR ABOUT WHY YOU WANT TO STUDY THE COURSE YOU ARE APPLYING

TO, AS YOU WILL HAVE TO TALK ABOUT THIS DURING YOUR INTERVIEW.

 YOUR APPLICATION HAS TO BE SUBMITTED FAR EARLIER. YOU SHOULD AIM TO COMPLETE

THE MAJORITY OF THE APPLICATION FORM BEFORE THE END OF THE SUMMER TERM.

 OXFORD MAY ASK YOU TO TAKE A PRE-INTERVIEW TEST, OR SUBMIT A PORTFOLIO OF

WORK.

 CAMBRIDGE MAY ASK YOU TO A PRE-INTERVIEW TEST, OR AN AT INTERVIEW TEST, OR

SUBMIT A PORTFOLIO OF WORK. THEY MAY ALSO ASK YOU TO TAKE A STEP IN THE SUMMER

EXAMINATION PERIOD OF YEAR 13.

 THEY DON’T GIVE OUT ANY OFFERS BEFORE YOU HAVE GONE THROUGH A RIGOROUS

INTERVIEW PROCESS.



APPLYING FOR (ART & DESIGN) 

FOUNDATION COURSES

• IF YOU WISH TO STUDY ART AND DESIGN AT DEGREE LEVEL, YOU

NORMALLY NEED TO COMPLETE A FOUNDATION YEAR FIRST.

• THESE COURSES HAVE A DIFFERENT APPLICATION PROCEDURE TO

DEGREES AND YOU HAVE TO MAKE AN INDIVIDUAL APPLICATION TO

EACH INSTITUTION YOU WISH TO APPLY TO.

• YOU NEED TO CONTACT THE INDIVIDUAL INSTITUTIONS YOURSELF TO

GET AN APPLICATION FORM, BUT WE WILL THEN SUPPORT YOU IN

COMPLETING IT.

• STUDENTS NORMALLY APPLY LOCALLY FOR A FOUNDATION COURSE

• YOU MAKE YOUR UCAS APPLICATION DURING YOUR FOUNDATION

YEAR IF YOU WISH TO GO ON TO STUDY A DEGREE.



TESTS FOR PROSPECTIVE LAWYERS AND MEDICS 

–

AND OTHERS

THERE ARE ADMISSIONS TESTS TO FIND OUT ABOUT:

• LAWYERS SHOULD LOOK AT THE LNAT SITE

• MEDICS SHOULD LOOK AT THE UCAT AND BMAT SITES

• FOR INFORMATION ABOUT ADMISSIONS TESTS MORE

GENERALLY, SEE THE NEXT SLIDE



LNAT.AC.UK

(£50; CHECK FOR BURSARIES)

From 1st August; for testing from 1st September; not sat in school



UCAT.ac.uk

(£75; 

check for 

Bursaries)

Register between 2 June and 22 September 

Book from 28 June

Not sat in school



BMAT Sept or Nov (£59 tbc; check 

Bursaries)
www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/bmat/

http://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/bmat/


ADVICE FOR MEDICS

• COMPETITION IS INTENSE (IN 2018, IMPERIAL HAD 2,299 APPLICANTS, 
INTERVIEWED 867, OFFERED 611, ENROLLED 304)

• YOU MAY END UP RECEIVING JUST ONE OFFER; IN THIS CYCLE, ONLY ONE OF

OUR LEARNERS WHO APPLIED HAS AN OFFER.  DON’T SET YOUR HEART ON A

PARTICULAR MEDICAL SCHOOL

• MEDICAL SCHOOLS REJECT EXCELLENT APPLICANTS

• CONSIDER IT AS POTENTIALLY THE FIRST TIME OF TWO ATTEMPTS, IF YOU ARE

COMPETITIVE AND RESILIENT ENOUGH TO REAPPLY

• A YEAR 14 APPLICATION IS A WELL-TRODDEN, SUCCESSFUL PATH – A GAP

YEAR CAN BE A GOOD THING FOR ASPIRING MEDICS

• THAT SAID, A THIRD YEAR TO GET THE A LEVEL GRADES IS OFTEN

UNACCEPTABLE WITHOUT EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES



WHAT NOW?

• SPEND SOME TIME RESEARCHING COURSES ON UCAS.COM AND

OTHER SITES MENTIONED ABOVE

• KEEP WORKING HARD ON YOUR YEAR 12 COURSES

• ORGANISE WORK EXPERIENCE WHERE NECESSARY (PARTICULARLY FOR

MEDICS, VETS AND ARCHITECTS)

• READ/RESEARCH AROUND YOUR SUBJECT MORE DEEPLY, 

PARTICULARLY IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO APPLY TO OXBRIDGE



IF YOU REALLY DON’T KNOW 

WHAT TO STUDY……

• TALK TO OUR CAREERS ADVISER, YOUR HEAD OF YEAR, A STAFF MEMBER YOU FEEL

COMFORTABLE WITH

• SPEAK TO YOUR CURRENT TEACHERS ABOUT WHAT YOU ARE PARTICULARLY GOOD AT IN

THEIR SUBJECTS.

• THINK ABOUT THINGS THAT YOU ENJOY DOING.

• MAKE USE OF THE COURSE GUIDES ARRIVING SOON FROM UCAS

• MAKE SURE YOU DO YOUR RESEARCH PROPERLY

• VISITING UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENTS CAN GIVE YOU A GOOD IDEA OF THINGS YOU MIGHT OR

MIGHT NOT ENJOY STUDYING.



WHAT IS ON THE UCAS FORM?

1. PERSONAL DETAILS

2. SPECIFIC COURSES APPLIED FOR

3. EDUCATION

4. EMPLOYMENT

5. PERSONAL STATEMENT

NUMBERS 1 TO 4 CAN EASILY BE ENTERED IN AN HOUR OR TWO

(ASSUMING YOU KNOW WHAT YOU WANT TO APPLY FOR!)

WRITING THE PERSONAL STATEMENT IS WHAT TAKES THE TIME



WHAT IS ON THE UCAS FORM?

6. PREDICTED GRADES

7. DATES WHEN YOU ARE UNAVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW

8. AN ACADEMIC REFERENCE

• THIS PART OF THE FORM IS COMPLETED BY EITHER YOUR MONICA OR GLORIA

• YOU ALSO HAVE TO PAY – ( £25) APPLICATIONS ARE PAID FOR ONLINE USING A

DEBIT / CREDIT CARD. WE CANNOT APPROVE AND SEND THE FORM TO UCAS 

UNTIL YOU HAVE PAID.



WHAT HAPPENS AFTER YOUR FORM 

HAS BEEN SENT TO UCAS?

 YOU RECEIVE A CONFIRMATION EMAIL FROM UCAS WITHIN A FEW DAYS OF

YOUR FORM BEING SENT.

 UCAS SEND THE FORM TO THE 5 UNIVERSITIES YOU HAVE APPLIED TO, 
REMOVING THE DETAILS OF THE OTHER 4 FROM EACH VERSION.

 YOU MAY START TO HEAR FROM UNIVERSITIES VERY QUICKLY, OR YOU MAY

WAIT FOR QUITE A WHILE – EACH UNIVERSITY HAS THEIR OWN SLIGHTLY

UNIQUE WAY OF DEALING WITH APPLICATIONS!

 YOU WILL HOPEFULLY RECEIVE EITHER CONDITIONAL OFFERS OR AN

INTERVIEW (WHICH, IF SUCCESSFUL WILL LEAD TO A CONDITIONAL OFFER). 

 ONCE YOU HAVE BEEN EITHER ACCEPTED OR REJECTED BY ALL 5 OF YOUR

CHOICES, YOU WILL THEN BE EMAILED A DECISION FORM BY UCAS. YOU

THEN HAVE TO MAKE A FIRM ACCEPTANCE OF ONE PLACE AND ALSO SELECT

AN INSURANCE PLACE AS WELL, OR YOU CAN REJECT ALL THE OFFERS. THE

DEADLINE FOR THIS IS USUALLY IN MAY.



WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU ARE 

REJECTED BY ALL 5 UNIVERSITIES?

• IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE OFFERS FROM ANY OF YOUR 5 CHOICES THEN

YOU ARE ELIGIBLE FOR UCAS EXTRA, WHICH ALLOWS YOU TO APPLY

FOR ANOTHER COURSE. EXTRA ALLOWS YOU TO APPLY FOR COURSES

WITH VACANCIES BETWEEN THE END OF FEBRUARY AND THE END OF

JUNE. 

• IN EXTRA, YOU APPLY FOR ONE COURSE AT A TIME AND WAIT FOR THEIR

DECISION BEFORE YOU CAN APPLY ANYWHERE ELSE.

• YOU CAN ALSO USE EXTRA EVEN IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED OFFERS FROM

SOME OF YOUR ORIGINAL 5 CHOICES, ALTHOUGH YOU NEED TO REJECT

ALL OF THESE OFFERS BEFORE YOU CAN USE EXTRA.



WHAT HAPPENS ON A-LEVEL RESULTS 

DAY 2022

 IF YOU HAVE ACHIEVED THE GRADES FOR YOUR FIRST CHOICE UNIVERSITY THEN

YOU WILL AUTOMATICALLY HAVE A PLACE THERE.

 IF NOT, BUT YOU HAVE AT LEAST ACHIEVED THE GRADES FOR YOUR INSURANCE

CHOICE YOU WILL HAVE A PLACE THERE.

 UNIVERSITIES MAY TAKE YOU EVEN IF YOU HAVE ONLY JUST MISSED THE GRADES

IN THEIR OFFER – BUT YOU SHOULD NOT COUNT ON THIS HAPPENING AND OVER

THE LAST COUPLE OF YEARS DEMAND FOR PLACES ON MANY COURSES HAS

BEEN GREATER THAN THE NUMBER OF PLACES THAT ARE AVAILABLE.

 YOU CAN CHECK THE UCAS WEBSITE EARLY IN THE MORNING BEFORE COMING

INTO SCHOOL TO GET YOUR RESULTS, AS OFTEN THE UNIVERSITIES HAVE ALREADY

MADE A DECISION.

 IF YOU HAVE BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN OBTAINING THE GRADES REQUIRED BY

YOUR INSURANCE CHOICE, OR IF YOU HAD NO OFFERS, YOU CAN THEN ACCESS

CLEARING AND HOPEFULLY WILL STILL BE SUCCESSFUL IN GAINING A PLACE.



Achieve good Pre Public Examination Results May 2021

Decide on a course Summer 2021

Visit some universities Summer / Autumn 2021

Complete the UCAS application form July – October 2021

(Applicants for courses such as Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary 

Science and Law need to sit an independent test)

July - October 2021

Offers / offers of interviews / invites to open days November 2021 – May 

2022

Make a firm acceptance of one offer and also hold an insurance 

offer

By May 2022

(UCAS extra if rejected from all universities) February – June 2022

Achieve good A Level Results May / June 2022

(Clearing) August 2022

APPLYING TO UNIVERSITY – AN 

OVERVIEW



UK DEGREES

• BACHELOR OF ARTS (BA) USUALLY 3 YEARS

• BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (BSC) USUALLY 3 YEARS

• SOME ARE SPECIALISED, EG BECON

• ‘SANDWICH COURSES’ USUALLY INCLUDE A YEAR OF

WORK EXPERIENCE, SO TAKE 4 YEARS

• SOME COMBINE A BACHELOR’S AND MASTER’S (HIGHER

LEVEL) DEGREE, ESPECIALLY SCIENCES, EG MCHEM, 
USUALLY 4 YEARS



UK DEGREES

• HONOURS DEGREES ARE GRADED AS FOLLOWS: 

• 1ST CLASS

• UPPER 2ND (2:1)

• LOWER 2ND (2:2)

• 3RD CLASS

• NO NATIONAL CURRICULUM – THE SPECIFICATIONS VARY A LOT

WHICH GIVES YOU REAL CHOICE

• METHODS OF ASSESSMENT VARY A LOT AS WELL – SOME FOCUS ON

FINAL EXAMS AND OTHERS ON CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT

• CHECK ACCREDITATION FOR LAW, PSYCHOLOGY, FORENSICS

DEGREES



A FEW PEOPLE EVERY YEAR DECIDE THAT THEY WANT TO

STUDY AT A UNIVERSITY OUTSIDE THE UK

DON’T LOSE SIGHT OF THE EXCELLENT UNIVERSITIES THAT

EXIST IN THE UK

THERE ARE SOME USEFUL SOURCES OF INFORMATION IF YOU

DO WISH TO STUDY ABROAD:



UCAS WEBSITE



PROSPECTS: INFORMATION COUNTRY BY 

COUNTRY



HTTP://WWW.FULBRIGHT.ORG.UK/GOING-TO-THE-

USA/UNDERGRADUATE



STUDY IN THE USA IS NOT A CHEAP 

OPTION…

UNLESS THE UNI IS PREPARED TO HELP 

WITH FINANCES:

WHAT IS CALLED A NEED-BLIND 

APPLICATION

IN THIS CASE, IF THEY WANT YOU, THEY 

PROVIDE THE $$$..



NEED-BLIND ADMISSIONS

SOME US UNIVERSITIES ARE NEED-BLIND AND DO NOT BASE ADMISSIONS

DECISIONS ON YOUR FINANCIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. THEY WILL MEET YOUR

FULL FINANCIAL NEED IF YOU ARE ADMITTED.   THIS DOES NOT MEAN IT IS

FREE; YOU ARE STILL EXPECTED TO MAKE SOME FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION, 

USUALLY CALCULATED BASED ON AN ASSESSMENT OF YOUR PARENTS’ 

INCOME. 

VERY FEW UNIVERSITIES IN THE USA ARE NEED-BLIND AND OFFER FULL

FINANCIAL NEED TO INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS. THEY ARE THE MOST

COMPETITIVE FOR ADMISSION. CURRENTLY, THE FOLLOWING US 

UNIVERSITIES OFFER THIS:



NEED-BLIND ADMISSIONS

• MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (MIT – ACROSS THE RIVER

FROM BOSTON)

• HARVARD COLLEGE (THE UNDERGRADUATE LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE OF

HARVARD UNIVERSITY)

• PRINCETON UNIVERSITY (IN NEW JERSEY)

• YALE UNIVERSITY (IN CONNECTICUT)

• AMHERST COLLEGE (IN MASSACHUSETTS)

FOR MORE INFORMATION , CHECK THE UNIVERSITY’S FINANCIAL AID

WEBPAGE.  YOU CAN ALSO SEARCH FOR SCHOLARSHIPS / FUNDING AID ON

BIGFUTURE.COLLEGEBOARD.ORG AND EDUCATIONUSA.



US APPLICATIONS

THE PROCESS IS COVERED BY TWO WEBSITES:

• COLLEGE BOARD FOR COURSE INFORMATION

• THE COMMON APPLICATION WEBSITE FOR APPLYING

https://www.collegeboard.org/ https://www.commonapp.org/



YOU WILL PROBABLY NEED TO TAKE TWO ‘SAT’ ENTRANCE TESTS:

• ONE GENERAL (READING, WRITING, MATHS)

• ONE SUBJECT SPECIFIC (US SYLLABUS)

MAKE SURE YOU PREPARE AND REGISTER TO TAKE THEM IN TIME. YOU CAN TAKE THEM

MORE THAN ONCE.

WE NEED TO KNOW ABOUT ANY US APPLICATION BY MID NOVEMBER OF YEAR 13 AT THE

LATEST.



HTTPS://COLLEGEREADINESS.COLLEGEBO

ARD.ORG/SAT/REGISTER/INTERNATIONAL



STUDENT FINANCE (AT THE MOMENT)

• STUDENT FINANCE LOAN CAN COVER FEES (UP TO £9250 PER YEAR; UNIVERSITIES MUST HELP

OUT POORER STUDENTS IF THEY CHARGE THE MAXIMUM) AND ALSO LIVING EXPENSES

• YOU PAY BACK NOTHING WHEN YOU STUDY BUT INTEREST ON YOUR DEBT WILL ACCRUE AT

5.6% (RPI + 2%)

• YOU PAY BACK WHEN EARNING MORE THAN £26,575 AT 9% OF YOUR INCOME OVER THAT

AMOUNT, VIA THE TAX SYSTEM:     £308 FOR £30K SALARY, SPREAD OVER THE YEAR

• RPI INTEREST RATE FOR LOW EARNERS; HIGHER INTEREST RATE FOR HIGHER EARNERS (RPI + 
UP TO 3%)

• YOU STOP PAYING IF YOUR SALARY DROPS BELOW £26,575

• YOU PAY FOR A MAXIMUM OF 30 YEARS, THEN IT’S WRITTEN OFF



STUDENT FINANCE (AT THE MOMENT)

• THIS INFORMATION FROM MARTIN LEWIS (UPDATED SEPTEMBER 2020) IS A

USEFUL WAY OF GETTING YOUR HEAD AROUND THE WORRY OF ‘£50K DEBT’ 

• FOR HIM, THE KEY IS TO FOCUS ON WHAT YOU REPAY, NOT WHAT YOU OWE:

• LOW EARNERS WILL PAY BACK LITTLE OF THEIR DEBT

• MEDIUM EARNERS WILL ONLY PAY BACK SOME OF IT

• HTTPS://WWW.MONEYSAVINGEXPERT.COM/STUDENTS/STUDENT-LOANS-TUITION-
FEES-CHANGES/

https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/student-loans-tuition-fees-changes/


STUDENT FINANCE (AT THE MOMENT)



WWW.GOV.UK/STUDENT-FINANCE



• DON’T JUST RELY ON WEBSITE INFORMATION, 

THOUGH

• IF IT IS POSSIBLE NEXT YEAR, GO AND VISIT THE

PLACES WHERE YOU ARE CONSIDERING

SPENDING 3 OR 4 YEARS….

• GO ON (VIRTUAL) OPEN DAYS AND ASK LOTS

OF QUESTIONS



opendays.com



• BROWSE THE CALENDAR AND GO ON A SATURDAY IF YOU CAN

• YOU NEED TO MAXIMISE LESSON TIME TO ACHIEVE THE A LEVEL

GRADES THAT YOU WILL BE ASKED FOR



THE PROCEDURE AT LDE UTC

• FROM JUNE, Y12 STUDENTS REGISTER ON THE UCAS APPLY WEBSITE

• BY THE END OF NOVEMBER IN YEAR 13 YOU WILL HAVE COMPLETED YOUR

APPLICATION.

• BY THEN, YOU WILL HAVE DECIDED UPON UP TO FIVE CLOSELY RELATED COURSES, WITH

A RANGE OF ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS. THERE IS NO ORDER OF PREFERENCE ON THE

UCAS FORM.



THE PROCEDURE AT LDE UTC

• SUBJECT TEACHERS WILL PREDICT A LEVEL GRADES IN JULY USING YOUR SUMMER

ASSESSMENT

• AT THE BEGINNING OF YEAR 13 YOU WILL BE ASKED TO CONFIRM WHETHER YOU ARE AN EARLY

ENTRANT

I.E. OCT 15TH DEADLINE FOR ALL OXBRIDGE, MEDIC, VET, DENTIST COURSES

• FOR EARLY ENTRANTS, SUBJECT TEACHERS WILL WRITE A SUBJECT REFERENCE BY MID

SEPTEMBER WHICH ARE COLLATED IN YOUR UCAS REFERENCE BY EARLY OCTOBER

• FOR LATE ENTRANTS (USING JAN 15TH DEADLINE), A SECOND PREDICTED GRADE COLLECTION

IS DONE IN MID NOVEMBER; AFTER THIS POINT, YOUR REFERENCE WILL BE WRITTEN.



THE PROCEDURE AT LDE UTC

• THE UCAS REFERENCE WILL BE COMPILED AND EDITED BY THE HOY & GGD USING

THE SUBJECT TEACHER’S COMMENTS, YOUR ALL ABOUT ME FORM AND NOTES TAKEN

FROM TALKING TO YOU. 

• ALL REFERENCES ARE CHECKED BY GLORIA AND MONICA BEFORE THEY ARE SENT TO

UCAS.

• LEARNERS WRITE A ‘PERSONAL STATEMENT’ WHICH SUPPORTS THEIR CHOICE OF

COURSES (4000 CHARACTERS INCLUDING SPACES – ABOUT A SIDE OF A4)

• ONLY ONE PERSONAL STATEMENT IS ALLOWED – SO THE FIVE COURSES MUST BE

SIMILAR



THE PROCEDURE AT LDE UTC

• AT THE END OF YEAR 12, SUBJECT TEACHERS WILL PREDICT A LEVEL

GRADES FOR YOUR UCAS APPLICATION, BASED ON Y12 PERFORMANCE, 

PARTICULARLY IN THE SUMMER EXAMS AND WRITE A SHORT SUBJECT

REFERENCE FOR EARLY ENTRANTS, APPLYING BY 15 OCTOBER (FOR

OXBRIDGE AND MDV COURSES)

• EARLY ENTRANTS’ PREDICTIONS WILL NOT CHANGE IN THE AUTUMN TERM

• THERE WILL BE A SECOND COLLECTION POINT FOR PREDICTED GRADES

(AND SUBJECT REFERENCES) IN NOVEMBER FOR JANUARY 15TH

ENTRANTS; YOUR GRADE WILL NOT AUTOMATICALLY GO UP AT THIS POINT



PERSONAL STATEMENTS

• YOU CAN ENTER UP TO 4,000 CHARACTERS INCLUDING SPACES OR 47 LINES

OF TEXT (INCLUDING BLANK LINES), WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. 

• WHEN YOU SAVE TEXT, THE SYSTEM WILL TELL YOU HOW MANY CHARACTERS ARE

LEFT OR IF YOU HAVE USED TOO MANY. 

• YOU CAN PREVIEW YOUR STATEMENT AFTER YOU HAVE SAVED IT.

• YOU CANNOT USE ITALICS, BOLD OR UNDERLINING . 

• THE SYSTEM WILL RECOGNISE EUROPEAN CHARACTERS EG Â É È

• WRITE YOUR PERSONAL STATEMENT IN WORD AND PASTE ONTO THE UCAS 

FORM AND USE A CLEAR FONT E.G. VERDANA, ARIAL, TIMES NEW ROMAN SIZE

12.



STRUCTURE

• 50 – 75% SHOULD BE ABOUT WHY YOU WANT TO APPLY FOR THE PARTICULAR COURSE, HOW YOUR

VARIOUS EXPERIENCES SUPPORT THIS CHOICE.

• THE OTHER 25 – 50% SHOULD BE ABOUT SUPPORTING EVIDENCE RELATING TO TRANSFERABLE SKILLS

– VOLUNTEERING, HOBBIES, ETC. 

• USE POSITIVE AND APPROPRIATE LANGUAGE

• DON’T BE NEGATIVE, TURN ANYTHING NEGATIVE INTO A POSITIVE AND USE THIS TO YOUR ADVANTAGE AND HOW YOU

OVERCAME THAT OBSTACLE.



WRITING ABOUT THE COURSE

• AT LEAST TWO THIRDS OF YOUR PERSONAL STATEMENT SHOULD RELATE TO THE COURSE

• THE PERSONAL STATEMENT WILL BE SEEN BY ALL YOUR CHOICES AND COULD BE USED

AS THE BASIS FOR AN INTERVIEW, SO BE PREPARED TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ON IT

• REMEMBER, IN MOST CASES, THIS WILL BE THE ONLY WRITTEN WORK THAT THE

COURSE TUTOR SEES BEFORE MAKING A DECISION



MAIN THINGS TO WRITE ABOUT

• NUMBER 1

• WHY YOU ARE APPLYING FOR THE COURSE YOU

HAVE CHOSEN:

• WHY DOES THE SUBJECT INTEREST YOU?

• INCLUDE EVIDENCE THAT YOU UNDERSTAND

WHAT'S REQUIRED TO STUDY THE COURSE

• WHAT GOT YOU INTERESTED IN THE SUBJECT?

• WHAT HAVE YOUR LEARNT ABOUT THE SUBJECT?

• ANY ACTIVITIES THAT DEMONSTRATE YOUR

INTEREST IN THE COURSE(S) 

• FUTURE PLANS

• Number 2

• Why you are suitable for the course: 

• Which skills and experience do you have 

that will help you  succeed on the course.

• What have your done to develop your 

knowledge of the subject?

• What evidence is there that you have read, 

studied, gained experiences  outside the 

confines of your A level courses?

• *include evidence of research, additional 

reading, show enthusiasm, don’t just list 

things.



TRANSFERABLE SKILLS

• RESILIENCE, INDEPENDENT STUDY AND RESEARCH SKILLS, TEAM

WORKING SKILLS, TIME MANAGEMENT, COMMUNICATION, 

CONFIDENCE, DETERMINATION, FLEXIBILITY, ADAPTABILITY, 

RELIABILITY.

• EXAMPLES SUCH AS…

• WAITER – DIPLOMACY, FLEXIBILITY, ASSERTIVENESS

• VOLUNTARY FUNDRAISING – DRIVE / PERSISTENCE, FINANCIAL

AWARENESS



PERSONAL STATEMENT – TOP TIPS

• DO EXPECT TO PRODUCE SEVERAL DRAFTS

• DO ASK PEOPLE YOU TRUST FOR THEIR

FEEDBACK

• DO CHECK WEBSITE COURSE CONTENT AND

ENTRY PROFILES

• DO CUT THE SMALL TALK – BE CONCISE

• DO CHECK OBSESSIVELY (DO NOT RELY ON

SPELL CHECK)

• DON’T USE ELABORATE LANGUAGE

• DON’T LIST YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS. (SHOW

NOT TELL AND GIVE EXAMPLES TO

ILLUSTRATE)

• DON’T LIE OR EXAGGERATE

• DON’T FORCE HUMOUR

• DON’T PLAGIARISE (UNIVERSITIES SCAN

STATEMENTS TO DETECT COMMON PHRASES, 

SENTENCES ETC. THE COPYCATCH SYSTEM

CHECKS EACH STATEMENT TO FIND

SIMILARITIES) 

• DON’T LEAVE IT TO THE LAST MINUTE



TAKING A GAP YEAR

SOME STUDENTS CHOOSE TO DEFER THEIR ENTRY BY A YEAR. YOU

SHOULD STILL APPLY DURING THE 2021/2022 ACADEMIC YEAR, EVEN IF

YOU DON’T PLAN TO START UNTIL SEPTEMBER 2023.

SENSIBLE REASONS TO TAKE A GAP YEAR;

• YOU ARE PLANNING TO SPEND TIME DOING CHARITY / CONSERVATION

WORK, EITHER IN THE UK OR ABROAD. (THERE ARE MANY COMPANIES

OFFERING THESE OPPORTUNITIES – SOME DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE IN

THE STUDY ROOM

• YOU NEED TO EARN SOME MONEY TO HELP FINANCE YOUR TIME AT

UNIVERSITY



APPRENTICESHIPS

• THE SCHOOL IS INFORMED REGULARLY ABOUT A VARIETY OF

APPRENTICESHIPS.

• OPPORTUNITIES TEND TO START APPEARING AROUND THIS TIME OF

YEAR

• CHECK YOUR EMAILS REGULARLY FOR UPDATES FROM MYSELF, 

MONICA AND JANICE

• ALSO CHECK THE OPPORTUNITIES PADLET REGULARLY AS WE

UPDATE THIS WITH NEW OPPORTUNITIES FREQUENTLY.



WHAT ARE APPRENTICESHIPS?



SOME OF THE POSSIBILITIES



LEVELS OF APPRENTICESHIP

TRAINEESHIPS

ADVANCED 

APPRENTICESHIP

LEVEL 3

12 – 36 MONTHS

INTERMEDIATE 

APPRENTICESHI

P

LEVEL 2

12 – 18 

MONTHS

HIGHER/DEGREE 

APPRENTICESHIP

LEVELS 4, 5, 6 & 

7

12 – 48 MONTHS

SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE AND COMPETENCIES



EVERY YEAR SOME LDE UTC LEARNERS

DECIDE THAT UNIVERSITY AS THE NEXT

STEP IS NOT FOR THEM…

HERE ARE SOME USEFUL SOURCES OF

INFORMATION:







Beetroot.com – used to be TheBigChoice











THANK 
YOU


